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SAMUEL DAVIES 
before 


The King’s Council 
for 
The Colony and Ancient 


Dominion of Virginia 


April 14, 1747 


by 
W. H. T. SQUIRES, M.A., D.D., Litt.D. 


@ V4 


- 


See Sema oa 
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The Governor’s Palace 


Williamsburg 








ADDRESS TO THE 
CONGREGATION OF HOLMES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


April 16, 1946 


It is to congratulate you upon the completion of a full century 
of service for Our Lord Jesus Christ in the County of Northampton; 
and, as your Centennial falls almost upon the Bi-Centennial of 
organized Presbyterianism in the Colony of Virginia, this day 
carries an added significance. The Presbytery of East Hanover 
organized Holmes Church in 1846; and our spiritual father, 
Samuel Davies, received a license to preach in Hanover County, 
April 14, 1747. This date has especial significance to the members 
of Holmes Presbyterian Church, for the church and practically 
every home in the congregation are located upon original grants 
made to five successive generations of the Custis family. John 
Custis, IV, of Arlington was your representative in the King’s 
Council for Virginia. Had he not agreed and permitted the 
preaching of the Gospel by a Presbyterian in Hanover County, a 
license to Samuel Davies would not have been granted. This story, 
therefore, has a local as well as a nation-wide significance. 


By the plastic power of imagination we must journey to the 
colorful Colonial Capital of the Colony, April 14, 1747; as, at ten 
o'clock, a youth approaches the ornate Governor’s Place along 
the green sward of the Palace Parkway. His age is 2314, his 
clothes are homespun, his face is pale, for he suffered a distressing 
attack of tuberculosis on the journey hither. He came by the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland, where gracious revivals were sweep- 
ing the countryside; and, when his strength revived, he crossed 
our great Bay to York. 


It must have been with reluctance and embassassment that he 
passed under the Arms of Great Britain over the gateway and 
raised the brass knocker. A porter, dressed in satin and full 
regalia even to silver buckles on his shoes, opened the door. With 
that quick appraisal, characteristic of the typical Virginian Negro, 
he judged that the caller was merely a farmer’s son; which, to be 
sure, he was. His civility was frigid, rather than cordial; but, 
with a slight nod, he opened the door. The young man entered: 


“T have an appointment with the Governor at ten this morning.” 

(Be it known that I was not present with a reporter, and while 
I do not guarantee the exact words of this interview, I insist that 
some such conversation must and did take place as here recorded. 
In fact, all such applications followed established precedent.) 


The porter led the youth, as I presume, to the first door to the 
left of the magnificent hall, which terminated at the ornate stairs 
and the ball-room beyond—familiar to all who have visited the 
reconstructed Palace. © 


The porter announced: 
“A man to see the Governor.” ~ « 
He did not say “‘A gentleman.” 


The visitor entered and faced the most distinguished men on 
this Continent, each of whom was appointed to this senate by the 
King of England. 


Sir William Gooch, the able Governor, sat at the head of a 
long table. Dr. William Dawson, President of William and Mary 
College and Clerk of the Council, sat at the foot. Between them 
were Colonels, every one of whom is well remembered in Virginia. 
Each has left a mark upon the Colonial history of Commonwealth 
and Nation. Let us meet them: 





Colonel John Robinson, who later exclaimed to another young 
man before the Council: 

“Sit down, Mr. Washington, your modesty is equalled only by 
your merit.” 


Colonel William Nelson of York Hall was the son of “Scotch 
Tom” and the father of Thomas Nelson, Jr., the war Governor 
of Virginia, whose effigy stands under the equestrian statue of 
Washington in the Capitol Square, Richmond. 


Colonel John Grymes, whose daughter Lucy married Light 
Horse Harry Lee, the father of Robert E. Lee (born of his second 
wife, Anne Carter.) 


Colonel John Blair of Williamsburg, whose son, John Blair, 
was appointed by the First President, the first member of the first 
Supreme Court. 


Colonel Lewis Burwell, whose family name was given to Bur- 
well’s Bay, near Smithfield. 


Colonel Philip Lightfoot, perhaps the wealiest man in the 
Colony. 


Colonel Thomas Lee of Stratford, the father of Richard Henry 
Lee and of four other sons almost as distinguished. 


Colonel John Custis of Arlington, whose son, John Custis V, 
married Martha Dandridge (later Mrs. George Washington), 
whose grandson stood with Washington at the Yorktown surrender. 
His son, George Washington Parke Custis, built Arlington House 
and transferred the Arlington name from Northampton County 
to the Potomac. There his daughter, Mary Randolph, married 
young Lieutenant Robert E. Lee. Arlington today is the West- 
minster Abbey of our country, whose dome is the star-lit heavens. 


Colonel William Fairfax, whose daughter, Anne, married 
Lawrence Washington, and whose home was Mount Vernon. 


The Governor remarked: 
“Gentlemen, I invited this young man to meet you, that he may 
pee his request to the King’s Council this morning. We will 
eat, you; Mr. 9... 2. I believe I do not recall your name.” 


The visitor answered: 


“And, may it please Your Excellency, my name is Samuel 
Davies.” 


“Yes, to be sure,” replied the Governor. 


Every Colonel looked up to the youth in homespun, in mild 
astonishment. He had used precisely the correct words in ad- 
dressing the Governor. Only two Colonial Governors were to 
be addressed as ‘‘Your Excellency”—those of Massachusetts and 
Virginia. Only on rare occasions did a petitionér use the correct 
term. In addressing the Governor in Virginia or the King in 
Buckingham Palace, the correct form began with the conjunction, 
“And,” a relic of the old Saxon “An,” meaning ”’'[f,” 


Again the Colonels were astonished at the music of the young _ 


man’s detonation. He had the richest voice, as he was to become 
by far the greatest orator in Colonial America. Behind him for a 
thousand years Welsh bards struck their harps and sung their 
odes upon the slopes of Snowden. 

The Governor replied: 

“Yes, to be sure, Mr. Davis, I mean, Mr. Davies, just what is 
your request?” 

The slip was slight. Davis is English; Davies, Welsh. ‘The 
late Dr. Wm. Thornton Whitsett discovered the interesting fact 
that a cousin of Samuel Davies secured a grant of land in Christian 
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County, Kentucky, and named a son Jefferson. That son, a 
brilliant orator in the Senate, became the President of the Con- 
federate States. 


“T request a license to preach the Gospel on four plantations in 
Virginia: The plantations of Samuel Morris, Stephen Lacy and 
David Rice in Hanover; and the plantation of Thomas Watkins 
in Henrico.” 


That brought a painful silence and many a frown. Every 
Colonel was strong for the Established Church, even if weak on 
experimental religion. 


One of them replied: 


“The Gospel is preached in two churches by two rectors every 
Sunday in each of the two counties, and preached very well. We 
have provided also several chapels-of-ease. I do not see that the 
people of Virginia need any dissenting Gospel from visiting clergy- 


» 


men. Just what sect do you belong to, Young Mant 


“May it please Your Honor, I am a Presbyterian, and I have 
my papers of ordination from New Castle Presbytery, if you will 
accept them.” 


“No, we are not interested in New Castle, nor its Presbytery, 
whatever that is.” 


The Governor was tactful. 


“Gentlemen,” he said, “these Presbyterians are not such evil 
folk. Colonel Nelson’s noble father, ‘Scotch Tom,’ was a Presby- 
terian. Iwas reared a Presbyterian myself in Yarmouth, Norfolk. 
shire. Our Gracious King, May God Bless Him, is by law a 
Presbyterian, when he enters Scotland; and his Majesty, William 
III of Glorious Memory, was a Dutch Presbyterian. I do not know 
how long this young man will last. Most non-conformists last 
only a short time, and he does not look very strong. Perhaps he 
can do some good among us. Do I hear any dissenting voice?” 


After a brief silence: 

“As there is no objection, Mr. Davies, you may call on Dr. 
Dawson at his office in the College this afternoon and receive your 
license. Mr. Davies, we bid you good-day—and now we will 
return to the former subject, Gentlemen.” 


Samuel Davies won! His very weakness was his strength! 


Twenty-nine years later, in the Capitol at Williamsburg, only 
a few squares to the east, the First Constitution of Virginia was 
written, and granted absolute freedom of worship to all men. 
Eleven years later in the City of Philadelphia the First Constitu- 
tion of the United States was written, and James Madison, an 
alumnus of Princeton, certainly had the Virginia document before 
him. Into that Constitution the same provision, freedom of wor- 
ship for all men, was written. 


Tt may not be accurate to claim too much credit, but it cannot 
be denied that the Presbytery of Hanover, and Samuel Davies, 
who organized it, made a contribution to this consummation so 
devoutly to be wished. 


W. H. T. Squires. 
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Auge 31, 1939 


Dear Mr. Davies: 


I do not remember signing ony affidavit, 
but even if I had, there are several claims, 
which precede yours, those of my own mother and 
her sisters, since they are descendants of the 
eldest child of Arthur Landon Davies, 


The portrait was of course the property of 
the County end they released the title of it to 
me, when I fulfilled certain conditions, which 
were filled and accepted by the County. 


I too was quite “annoyed”, when I learned that 
although for years, descendants of the aforesadd 
Davies hed lived in the tomn of Glocester and yet 
hed done nothing to get the portrait off of the 
floor of an ant-room with benches and chairs 
piled in front of it. Mx, Roane told me, it 
had been there ever since he’ could remember, 


It has been in my possession for twelve years, 
I wonder what the condition of it ould have been 
by now, had I not made the effort to save it. 


Sincerely yours. 
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Davies’ “Record. 


hon Bouyer Clayton Davies, daughter of Arthur L, Davies and ‘Elizabeth Whitig 
his first. e was born the t3th of March 1797. ee 


Catherine Elizabeth Davies, daughter of same was born 4th of Nov. 1798. 
Emily Nicholes Davies, daughter of same was born the 22nd ‘of Nov. 1800 
William Henry Davies, son of same was born the 6thoof. Nov. 1802, 
Alfred Boyle Davies, son of same was born the 8th of July; 1804. 
Watt«Davies, son of same was born the 13th of April, 1807. 
Algernon Sidney Davies, son of same was born the 24th of Jan. 1810. 
Lucy Elvira Davies, Daughter of Arthmr L. Davies and Lucy Clayton his 
second wife was born the 30th of Oct. 1819. 


Deaths. 


A daughter of Arthur L. Davies and Elizabeth Whiting his first wife, not 
paptised,on the 5th of. Aug. 1893. : 
Catherine Davies daughter of same on the 18th of Feb. 1813. 

o/ Bisebeth Whiti first wife of Arthur L. Davies and daughter of 

F istopher and Catherine Pryor on the T2th of April 1813.: as 
Lucy Elvira Davies daughter. of Arthur L. Davies and Lucy 6. his second 
wife on the 20th of Aug. 1822, age 2 years, 9 months and 20 days. 
Lucy Clayton Davies second wife of Arthur L. Davies on Sunday the 19th 
of Oct, 1823 in the 4th year of her age. : 


Arthur L. Davies departed this life at looclock A. M. the 25th day of 
April 1040, age 69 years, 6 months end 9 deys. 
Marriages. 


Arthur L. Davies to Lucy Clayton Whiting, widow of Henry Whiting on 
the 3lst of May 1814, she being his second wife. 
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255 Beacon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 


29 October 1956 


Dear Mrse Chapman: 


The enclosed copy of a letter to Mrs. Hiden sets forth the reason 
for this letter I am addressing to youe 


In 1722 James Davis of Surry had a grant of 330 acres 'on the 
northwest side of the Great Branch in the County of Isle of Wight 
eo. beginning at a pine by the side of the said branch, a corner 
of Captain Henry Harrison's land eee to a red oak, a line tree 

of Samuel Thomson's land ee. by Thomson's line ee. to a red oak, 

a line tree of Walter Baily's land «se. by Baily's line eee to a 
hicory, a line tree of the Nottoway Indians' land ses by the 
Indians! line eee to a poplar over the run of the Grat Branch 
aforesaid, a corner of Captain Henry Harrison's land, and up the 
various courses of the run of the said branch to the beginning! 

In 1735 James Davis of Surry sold 150 acres of this land, 'whereon 
James Stanton now liveth,' to Samvel Sabrel of Surrye In 1739 
Thomas Davis of Isle of Wight sold to Nathaniel Davis of Surry, 110 
acres in Isle of Wight ton the south side of the Deep Branch oee 
in the outside line of the Nottoway Indians! land ... by the said 
old Indians' line, crossing the Deep Branch eee to a white oak by the 
side of the Deep Branch aforesaid, then up the various courses of 
the run of the Deep Branch to the first station! 


By his will of ) September 176 James Davis of Surry left a tract 
of land 'lying on Johns Branch in Isle of Wight County' to his son 
Thomas; two negroes to his son Nathaniel; ‘one Bill Bond from Jonas 
Shevers' to his sons Thomas and Nathaniele 


It would seem that the tract bequeathed Thomas Davis in 176 was 

the 70 acres remaining of the 330 acre grant of 1722 and if Johns 
Branch is in that vicinity (? presént Southampton) this conclusion 
is confirmede There is however another possibility. James Davis 
of Surry, the testator of 1746, was the only son of Thomas Davis of 
Surry, whose will was dated 28 September 1716 and proved 21 December 
1720. If Johns Creek, or Branch, is in the Pagan River area of 
Isle of Wight, certain circumstantial evidence is strengthened that 
Thomas Davis of Surry (died 1716-20) was a descendant of Thomas 
Davis of Isle of Wight (son of Captain James Davis of Kecoughtan and 
Henrico), who held land at the Red Point on the Pagan River in and 
after 1633. 











% 


Mrse Chapman 29x '56 (2) 


I cannot find a Johns Branch on the Topographical Maps of Isle 
of Wight and do not have one of Southamptone Can you tell me 
where it is; and would you, or someone you may commission for 
me, check the Isle of Wight deeds for the eT of the 
Pagan River holdings of Thomas® Davis (Jamesl) of Isle of Wight 
and Nansemond? Could Johns Branch be identical with Jones 
Creek, which flows into Pagan River between Battery Park and 
Goodwin Point; or may it be a tributary of Morris Creek, which 
joins Pagan River about a mile east of Red Point. 


An addressed and stamped envelope is enclosed for your reply and 
my check will be sent upon advice of the amount of your fee. 


Thanking you, 


Very truly yours, 


LoncPrv ul Bar A 


Lundie W. Barlow 


Mrs. Lewis L. Chapman 
Smithfield, Virginia 


ce: Shelby Cullom Davis, Esquire 
Broad Oak 
Tarrytown, New York 





